ShugoArts

[Press Release] 2020/09/26

Yoriko TAKABATAKE MARS

October 24 — November 28, 2020
Tue-Sat noon-6pm
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Yoriko TAKABATAKE, MARS, 2020,

acrylic, pigment, iron sand on canvas (detail)

ShugoArts is pleased to announce the opening of MARS, a solo exhibition by Yoriko Takabatake,
from October 24, 2020. Elicited from her proposition, which examines the process of “how to regard a painting
as the amalgamation of the two things — paint, a phantasmagoric material, and canvas, a material with infinite
woven structures — and imagine their possible combinations,” Takabatake began her painting practice with
fine lines of squeezed oil paint hinged on textile structures while in graduate school. Later on, she developed
new artmaking methods by incorporating the physical forces and movement such as blowing off the paints
with wind and water pressure. Her practice has been regarded as a scientific and engineering approach as it

often engages in experiments based on a hypothesis to establish a pictorial representation of phenomena
caused by materials.

www.shugoarts,com
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Yoriko Takabatake's tremendous curiosity about the phenomena of our world is undoubtedly the
driving force behind her work. In 2018, she presented paintings using water at ShugoArts, followed by a series
of artworks in Seoul the next year, utilizing the thermal metamorphosis caused by fire. Both of these exhibitions
are based on the act of pursuing the unknown properties of paint through observation. While relying on a
scientific approach, Takabatake also manifests her inexhaustible artistic sensibility by regarding water as the
source of creation and heat as the birth of life. This gives her art practice more depth that goes beyond the
mere repurposing of production techniques and scientific phenomena. Nevertheless, her intuitive expression
is not her focal point. Her diligence in bravely attempting to present a new kind of visual art by coalescing
evidence into practice is reminiscent of the lineage of artists who sought to integrate the natural sciences and
the humanities, from the Italian Renaissance to Impressionism and Abstract Expressionism.

From left to right: Yoriko TAKABATAKE, Venus, burnt and wind PR3, 2019; Venus, heat and press PBk6 PW6 PM1, 2019; Venus,
burnt PR3, 2019. Installation view at ShugoArts Show, 2019

In this exhibition, Takabatake presents a new series based on her examination of magnetism.
Inspired by the scorched and charred paints she saw while working on her “fire” series, the artist manipulates
Mars Black, an iron oxide pigment with powerful magnetic forces in her artworks. The lines of the paint
squeezed onto the canvas come into contact with a magnetic field and are transformed by the attraction and
repulsion of the magnetic force. Compared to her previous methods, this technique draws out the innate power
of the material instantaneously and unites it while creating a solid picture. This group of artworks ambitiously
explores the inside of the surface, while reminding the viewers of the planet MARS (the exhibition title) —

characterized by the rocks and sands full of iron oxide spreading on its surface.

www.shugoarts,com
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After placing a magnet underneath the canvas, I make layers of paint lines over the canvas. Due to the invisible

magnetic field, the lines are drawn to each other, make arcs and shoot upwards.

—Yoriko Takabatake

Considering the year 2020 so far, it has been a year in which we have been threatened by the invisible
presence of the natural world and warned against our stereotypes. Takabatake dispassionately perceives the
nature of things that belong to the world itself and probes into its essence while aiming to reach a new plateau
of expression guided by her intellectual curiosity. Now seems to be the time for her artistic practice to have a
greater meaning in society and illuminate the future of painting. We hope that you will consider covering the
event in your media outlet. Please feel free to let us know if you have media requests.

September 2020, ShugoArts

Yoriko TAKABATAKE, MARS, 2020

acrylic, pigment, iron sand on canvas, 41x32cm
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Exhibition overview

Yoriko TAKABATAKE MARS

Saturday, October 24 — Saturday, November 28, 2020
Venue: ShugoArts, complex665 2F, 6-5-24, Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032
Opening Hours: Tue-Sat noon-6pm, closed on Sun, Mon and Public Holidays

ShugoArts

*The opening reception will not be held this time. **Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, we have shortened our opening hours.
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Yoriko TAKABATAKE, MARS, 2020 (detail)

Yoriko TAKABATAKE upcoming events *Full details of the schedule is TBC

HAMAMATSU SESSIONS 2020

Saturday, October 31 — Sunday, November 15, 2020

Venue : Hirano Art Gallery, Hamamatsu

Group exhibition at GINZA TSUTAYA BOOKS
Tuesday, October 20 — Saturday, October 31, 2020

Venue : GINZA TSUTAYA BOOKS, 6-10-1 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0061

@ Other news are available on : http://shugoarts.com/en/news-en/10243/

ShugoArts complex665 2F, 6-5-24, Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032
Enquiry Press: Nayuta Otani / +81 3 6447 2234 / nayuta@shugoarts.com
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