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CORRESPONDENCE — Letter to a Friend

Tomoko Yoneda

Albert Camus (1913-1960) was born in French Algeria.

Camus, having lived in a period of intense social upheaval defining the 20th
century, called two lands home: France and Algeria. Garnering acclaim for
his novel The Stranger (the U.S. version title, entitled The Outsider in the U.K.)
and the depiction of the absurdities within, Camus would go on to shine

as the youngest Nobel Prize winner of his era. At the age of 46, however, he
would die unexpectedly in an automobile accident.

Throughout his works, Camus continuously maintained that human beings
exist to rejoice in freedom, basking in equally in the gifts of light and nature

—and that they are entitled to true dignity, free of violence.

The city of Algiers — teeming with life — where Camus spent his childhood
in poverty. The ruins of Tipaza, bordered by the sea and enveloped in light.
Le Chambon-sur-Lignon in the south of France —once a center of activity
for the French Resistance movement during the German occupation. (While
Camus was staying in Panelier, a small village and suburb of Le Chambon-sur-
Lignon, he penned the novel, The Plague.) One could consider these places as

wellsprings of inspiration for Camus as he went about his creative pursuits.

1954 saw the outbreak of the Algerian War, a contention for Algeria’s
independence from France. Fierce conflict engulfed all corners of the
country, increasing in escalation as terror attacks and indiscriminate violence
swept civilians into its wake. Camus, in the thick of these conditions,

made a public entreaty for a truce to the war in Algiers in 1956: but this
ended in failure. With this, Camus saw his own heart torn between his two

homelands - the countries he loved.

I have a camera; it was one my father used all the time, and came from the
same period that Camus experienced such strife and anguish. With the
camera in hand, I visited these places in Algeria and France — these sources
of creativity for Camus —and captured the afterimages of the era in which he
lived, together with the light that inhabits them. Here I have collected them

into pairs — pairs that pave the way for dialogue.

This portfolio is commissioned by the Japan Foundation/Maison de la culture du Japon a
Paris, for the exhibition “Transphere #5—-Tomoko Yoneda « Dialogue with Albert Camus»”
(curator: Aomi Okabe).



A statue in a pond and sky seen through palm trees, Botanical
Garden of Hamma, Algiers, Algeria, 2017
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This spectacular garden, first landscaped in 1832, is verdant with nearly 1,200
variants of flora.

In his younger years, Camus would visit the park on the two days per week that he
had off of school — Thursday and Saturday. He and his friends would climb up the
trees, pick up the fallen nuts and coconuts that dropped from the palms, and run
around amongst the trunks — frolicking to their hearts’ content.

Girl in a Zoo, Botanical Garden of Hamma, Algiers, Algeria, 2017
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Located within the Botanical Garden of Hamma (in French: Jardin d’essai du Hamma)
is a zoo, first established in 1900. Welcoming visitors at the entrance is a beautiful
structure from the era decorated with reliefs showing lions, peacocks and the like.
The zoo comes to life with throngs of visiting families for days on end — a place
serving as an oasis for the people of Algiers.



A glimpse of the sea, Tipaza, Algeria, 2017
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Tipaza is a small town located approximately 70 kilometers away from Algiers:

its name meaning “ruined city” in Arabic. A cluster of ancient Roman ruins, from
which the town gets its name, expands outwards towards the sea. The ancient
Roman city has reverted back to stone; the deep blue ocean expands in front of it,
while the wildflowers and meadows perfume it with the aromas of the flowers and
the land. The silent landscape has a dignified, prideful majesty.

Camus made his way to visit Tipaza countless times, paying his respects to the
blissful union of nature, art, and the breath of life to be found there.

The neighborhood of Belcourt where Camus grew up, Algiers,
Algeria, 2017
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After his father Lucien’s death in the war, Camus’s mother Catherine took him
and his brother to live in an apartment located in Belcourt, the poor working-
class district of Algiers, together with her own mother and Camus’s uncle. The
variety of races and backgrounds of people in Belcourt would live side by side; the
neighborhood was a home for passionate, spirited members of the working class,
and often came alive with a shared enthusiasm for football.

Despite its poverty, Camus describes the happiness he felt there: being abundant
with the nature, light, and affection of Algeria.



The sun at Sablettes beach, Algiers, Algeria, 2017
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From his youth and into his adolescence, Camus would spend much of his time
at this famous beach in Algiers; its shores are still lively with flocks of locals all
throughout the day. The intense light of the Algiers summer sun shines down on
its sands.

The beach is said to have been part of Camus’s novel, The Stranger — with the
searing light of the sun making countless appearances throughout the text itself.

View of Algiers from a window of the Saint George Hotel, Algiers,
Algeria, 2017
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In the midst of escalating armed conflict and terrorism surrounding the issue

of Algerian independence, Camus made an appeal to the people of Algiers in
January of 1956: an endeavor known as a “Civilian Truce” But despite his efforts,
his entreaty ends in failure. Camus would later become active in a movement
seeking to release Algerian prisoners on death row, but from 1956 on, he would
unequivocally turn down all occasions to make political comments in public
spaces. With that, he begins his life on a path of silence.

It is said that the Saint George Hotel, where he stayed at the time, had once
received threatening letters addressed to Camus.

From this room in the hotel, one has a clear view of both the port and the town of
Algiers; and standing in front of the window is a large, swaying tree...



The sun and the white stone city, Algiers, Algeria, 2017
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Located by the coast, Algiers is a town built of shining, white stone: showered with
the light of the sun.

Camus would say that whenever he saw these glimmering shores, he felt that he
had made his way back home.

The house where Camus wrote The Plague, Panelier, France, 2017
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In order to treat his tuberculosis-induced hemoptysis in 1942, Camus stayed with
his wife in Panelier, a small village in German-occupied France. Later, as the Allied
Forces made their advance into northern Africa, Camus soon lost contact with his
mother and family there, as well as his wife — who had by that time returned to
Algeria ahead of him.

The area of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, located nearby the village, was a hotbed

of activity for the French Resistance movement — during the war, many Jewish
children were sheltered within the town. It is said that his experiences during his
stay there served as inspiration for his work, The Plague.



The way to the forest, Panelier, France, 2017
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In his journal, Camus made numerous references to the natural beauty and light of
Panelier. After making one’s way out of this wood and descending downwards, one
catches sight of a gorgeous brook between the overgrown shrubs and trees. Camus

had said that he had often enjoyed going fishing there.

The station and the memorial, Saint -Brieuc, France, 2017
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Saint-Brieuc: the location where Camus’s father, Lucien, was laid to rest. Having
been born and raised in Algeria, Lucien had never seen France with his own eyes.
With the outbreak of the First World War (in 1914), Lucien was enlisted into the
Zouaves™? later sustaining a wound at the Battle of Marne. He was carried to a
makeshift army hospital in Saint-Brieuc but would soon perish after the wound to
his head became fatal. Lucien’s first glimpse of France would also end up becoming
his final resting place.

Camus would later come to visit the area for the first time at the age of 35. Upon
visiting his father’s grave, he realized that his father left this world at an age
younger than his own — a fact that brought him to tears.
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*2. A French infantry unit composed mainly of Algerian and Tunisian soldiers. North Africa was a
French colonial territory at the time.

[Designed by Kazuya Kondo]



